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Message from the Chair

Asia, Africa, and the Middle East

Theara are 192 cauntrissin the world st
pressnt and 101 countries in the list
are from Asis, Africs, and the Middle
East. More than faour billion people
live in these countries which sre shout
75 peresnt of the total population of
thewarld. The se countrias apcupymam
than 50 peresnt of the land on this
aprth. Asia is the largest continent
and it ineludes Chins and Indis, twao
great ancient civilizationsand the most
papulated countries in the pressnt
warld. Asia eocupies 30 pereent of the
aarth’s landwith 3 17 212 000 squsra
mils srea. Africa is the seoond Largest
captinent in the world with an ares af
11,508 000 square miles, &and & popu-
Lation of 307_4190,004. It aocupiaes 20,2
percent of the land of this warld, The
Middls Esst iswhers Afirica, Asiz and
Euraps meat. It is in fack Waet Asia
but this ares has bean knewn 25 the
Middle Ezst since the Seoond Warld
War. [t has anares af 4, 197 300 square
milesanda population of 326, 000, 00
[t is known a5 the ceadle of ancient
civilzation.

Asip Africa, and the Middls East have
a rich histary and have eontribube d ta
the development of the world inelud-
ing libraries. Mo one can forget that
the human civilization first started in
Afriea. No ane ean forgat the famous
Alexandrizn Libeary of the aneisnt
Egvpt, and University librariss of
Taxila and Malanda in Indis. Ne ome
can forgst contributions of the late
[, 5. K. Ranganathanof India, to the
warld libr ariznship ineluding hisFive
Laws af Libearianship’. Mo ans will
forget that M=, Kay Rasaraks of
Botswana, Africa, is the first African
and the first womenaficolor alacted as
President of [FLA in 3003,

In spite af thess achisvemeants, the
Acian African, and the Middle Eazst-
opn Section (AAMES) i= ope of the
smallest sactions of the Associa-
tisn of College and Research Li-
braries (ACRL) AAMES has a
major responsibility to contribute
ta the development of not only the
area studiss librariss, but athep
librarisz also. We should all wark
hard to inee ase the mambearship of
the section, and become 3 more
active group in ACHL.

As your Chair, [ have appainted
many hard-working librarians as
members of varions eommitbess. A
mich needsd new “Publications
Cammittes hasbee noreated to com-
munieate with all membersand ke p
them infarmed abaut the activitias
af the Sactisn The Cammitiss, 1in-
dar the sble leadership of D
Rawant Chilans, has warked hard
ta publish the first issue of the
AAMES Newslatior, The Area Hep-
resanbatives for Asia, Africa, and
the Middle Ezstwill help the Publi-
cations Committes in the prepars-
tion of the newsletber and leap us
posted an the developments in the
fizld. I em honored to write the first
chair's message for the AAMES
MNewslettar. The Publications Cam-
mittes has alsa pre pared a brochurs
for the Section. It lists sll activities
af AAMES. IE will help us to attract
mare members to the Saction

AAMES List Sspve has been epa-
ated to have discussions on many
inportant issuss of apea studies
librarianship. Therafore, plaass oin
the list serve and share your idess
and suggestions with your ool-

leaguas. The web papge of AAMES,
prepared by Cynthiz Tysick, is alsa
vepy attrective, You ean aceess the
weh page for more information on
AAMES. [ have alss appointed s Spa-
cial Multi-Lingual Thesauri Task
Farce ta develop gpuidelines for & the-
gaurus to provide equivalent terms
aepags anumberof difBrentlanguages,

The Program Comimittes, under the
leadership of Anjans Bhatt, is work-
ing very hard to pre pare an exoellant
prageam for the annual confarenes to
ba hald in Crlando, Florids, Fleass
Joinuswith yaur collezgues andfriends
anSaturday, June 26, 3004, fram 2.00-
4:0 PM, to hesr four distinguished
and internationally known =pealkers,
M. Kay Raseroks, President of IFLA
Dp. C.C. Chen of Simmons Callegs,
v, Mohammed Amen of the Univer-
sityofWisonsin, and De. James Matsis
afWeast Virginia State Collags, anthe
“Impact of Technalogy on Asian, Afri-
ca, and Middle Esstern Collections.”
[ am confident that youwill enjoy owr
well-planned progeam

Al mambers of AAMES and athers
are invited to an impartant mesting
af the AAMES Executive Commities
an Saturday, Janusry 10, 2004, at
Senlhago Califarnia during the ATA
Mid-Winter Conferanss. [ urgs youto
be active in AAMES and snoourage
your frisnds to join the Ssctisn Asa
good team, we can burn many of owr
dreames inko reality and achieve many
af our goals. [ sinesrely hops that you
will snjoy reading the first isswe of
the AAMES MNewslattar. Flagss da
saqil me your suggestisns to further
improve AAMES and its activities.

H.MN. Sharma
Chitir, AAMES




Committee Reports

Executive Committes members af
AAMES met on Saturday, 21 Juns
2003 from 9. 30 am ta12: 30 pm, € the
Sheraton Clenkre Toranto, Gingsrsnap
during the ALA-CLA vint canfeps nes.
Yurong Jade Atwill (Pennsylvania
State University), Sarsh Su-arh
Elman (Yale Universityl, Maied
Khader (Marshall University),
Patricia A. Ereitz (Stanford Univer-
gityl, Mary Jane Petrowski (Assoei-
ate Dirsctor, ACRL) Jung+an Park
{lndizns Ststs University) [Chair],
and D, RN Sharma (West Virginia
Stata Callege) [Vies-Chair/Chair
Elect] attended this mesting. Chair
Jung-ran Park called the mesting to
apder. After approving the sgends,
the dirsft mintes of 24 Januaey 2003
Midwinter mesting distributed ha-
fareshand wers reviewed amd ap-
praved Chairsofvariouns committess
presented their activity reports. D,
RB. M. Sharma reparted that AAMES
curpently counted about 400 mem-
harswith 60-T0 pew meambers jaining
in the last few months In order to
inereass the numbears of membership,
Sherma would like to contact indi-
viduals from various profezsional
groups, such as, APALA CATA and
MELA.

Revision of Bylaw: Sarsh Elman
reparted the revisions of AAMES
bylawsz. The main revisions are- Ar-
ticla 6: Committess — Changs cap-
tion to “Exe cutive Commitbes”,
Add Artiela T: Other Committess,
with 2 sections.

[Original] Article 7: Genersl Provi-
gisns — Change numbering to “Ar-
ticle 57

[Original] Article 8 Vaecaneies —
Chengs numbering ta “Articls 97

Mary Petrowshi informed the proes-
dire pegarding passing bylaws ravi-
ginns; First, it has to be approved by
AAMES executive committes; see-
anudly. send to ACHL Standsrds and
Bylaw Cammittes, to ba appraved;
and finally ACRL (Petrowskil will
put out the pevised bylaws to bhe
vated by AAMES membears, Jung-
ran Perk callad for motion o pass

the revised bylaws. The sxecutive
membars af AAMES prasant vated to
pass. Park asked Elman to send the
ravisad bylaw to ACRL Standsrds
and Bylaw Committes for their final
approval

Funding gquestions: Dy, Sharma
asnquired the general procedure of
funding application and the passibil-
ity af abtaining additisnalfivnds from
ACRL for bringing internationsl
speakers, g, from Afriea, Patrowslki
raparted that the vies president of
ACRL, Tyrame Cannon, is in charga
af approving funding. ACHL board
deals with palicy issuss Budget,
which depands on the AAMES mam-
bership numbersby August 31 will
be snnounced in Cetober. The 3500
hass mansy can he use d for travel ar
food reimburssment fer non-ATA
mambar. Fund raising is one of the
chaices that may help for supporting
international speaker, however, it
has to be conducted by ALA poliey
and procs dures,

Program Planning Commities:
Anjans H. Bhatt, Chair, Progeam
Flenning Committes, AAMES has
rapartad that the commities has com-
pletad initisl requirements for pre-
safiting its program sk the ATA 3004
conferanee in Orlando, Florida, The
program is schaduled for Saturday,
June 26, 2004 fram 2:00-4:00pm on
the topic “Impact of Technology on
Asian Afriesn and the Middle East-
arpCallection”. Saveral distinguishsd
spaakars have been imvited to delib-
apate during this pregram. D,
Mohammed M. Aman, Professor,
Schaoal of Information Studies. ni-
vergity of Wisconsin-Milwaules T
C.C. Chen, Professor, Libeary Sei-
aqee, Simmaons College, Dy, James J.
Natsis, Cosrdinator of Internatisnal
Studies & Hesd. [nterpational Pro-
grams, West Virginia State Caollags,
and Kay Raseroks, President, IFLA,
University Libesry of Botswana, Af-
rica will maks pressntations. It is
hoped that sll these speskers will
anlightanatte ndess with thair know 1-
adge and experiense that is required
to ineorporate digital books's-pe-
sourees nbo the collections. In addi-

tion ta learning about innovative and
practical solutions for improving col-
lctions in digital formst, it is ex-
pactad that the spaakersw il provide
positive input to the subiect of this
program Efforts sre being mads to
ot sponsorships of CALA. APALA
MELA, Black Caweus and ather mi-
narity associations belonging toA LA
The ACRL Board has alloeatad 3500
ta this program under its mesting
nmber- 252366, On Janasey 140th,
there will be 5 mesting of &l comumit-
teas fram 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm at the
Weastin Plaza, Presidio. Flease plan
ta sttend this meeting if you are at-
tending the ALA Midwinter meeting.

Nomination Committes: John A
Eilts, Chair- AAMES Mominating
Committes, paported that the Cam-
mittes mamhbers conductod business
via smail in order te meet the ATA
deadline for ballots. After much dif-
fieulty in finding members who wers
sbla andwilling to run for affice, the
coimmities was finally able te appeal
ta the loyalty of a few memhsers to
run for offices beginning after an-
nual eonferance in 2044, The candi-
datas are: Vies-chair'Chair-elect -
Cynthia Tysick; Secratary - Daris
Sealey; Membears-at-Large - Kristan
Eern and Lokman [ Maha

Publication Commiites: A naw
brochure on the AAMES activities
wae preparsd by the Publication
Committss thatw szssntio the ACHRL
affiss for printing. The comimittes
also made efforts to bring sut the
first is=ue of the AAMES Newszlat-
ter. It is decidad that the publication
af this Mewsletter will be continuesd
bwice 8 year.

Constitution and Bylaws Com-
mittes: Sarah 5. Elman, Chair of
the committes has infarmed that the
AAMES Constitutisn & Bylaws Cam-
mities w s formed before ALA 2003
with the follswing members: Sarah
Suy-arh Elman (Cheir), Louwiss W,
Greandfiald, Josnme Y. Kim, andJizn
Wang. The Committes Chair sub-
mitted an AAMES bylaws revision
prapesal, which was appreoved by the
Exscutive Comumittss at ALA 20403




